You may come across some new words when you're applying for college or doing research on
colleges. Here are some common terms and their definitions.

Associate Degree: An associate degree is
a degree from a community college or
technical school, usually earned in two
years. An associate degree can be the first
step to a bachelor's degree, depending on
the degree, school, or program.

Bachelor’s Degree: A Bachelor of
Science (BS) or Bachelor of Arts (BA) Is the
degree a student earns after completing
the necessary courses at a four-year
college or university.

College / University: Both are institutions
of higher learning. A university is typically
larger than a college but both can have
programs for graduates and under-
graduates. Also see community college.

Common & Universal Applications:
These are two different online applications
that many U.S. universities accept.
Students fill out one form (at

commonapp.org or universalcollegeapp.com)
and can send copies to any of the
universities that accept it. It's easier, but the
forms aren't as detailed as a college’s own
application.

Community Gollege: Sometimes called
junior colleges, technical colleges, or city
colleges, these are generally two-year
public institutions. Nearly everyone is
accepted. Graduates earn certificates,
diplomas, or associate degrees, and often
can transfer to a university to complete a
bachelor’'s degree. Some community
college programs for skilled trades can be
completed in as little as six weeks.

Deferred Admission: This option lets a
student postpone attending a specific
university for one to two years. Students
who want to defer their admission need to
talk to an admissions counselor at the
university to learn that school’s policy.

Early Action: If a university offers this
option, students can apply for admission
early, usually toward the end of November

~or early December. Students can choose

not to attend, if accepted, and may apply
to other schools. This option is for students

who are very sure which university they

want to go to, and want to know as soon

as possible if they'll be accepted.




This guide lists many of -
the common terms you'll
find, but if you come
across a term you don't
know, ask your high school

or college counselor, look -
online, or ask the admission

department of the college
that wrote the application.

-Write down any other =
terms you Come across
that you don’t know. Look -
up their definitions online.
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Early Decision: If a university offers this option, students can
apply for admission early, usually in November. Students may
apply to only one early decision college. The decision is bincing—
a student must attend if accepted and must withdraw
applications to other colleges. The benefit is that students are
competing against a smaller group of applicants, so they have
a better chance of being accepted.

Major / Minor: A major is an undergraduate’s focus of study.
Each major has required classes and usually electives a
student may choose from. Some schools don't let students
declare a major until the end of their second year. A minor is an
optional, secondary area of study undergraduates can choose.
A minor lets students pursue personal interests, such as a
foreign language, or specialize in an area that will help them in

their careers.

Personal Statement / Application Essay: This is an essay
required by some universities, along with an application. It's a
chance for applicants to “sell themselves” in order to get

accepted to the school.

Undergraduate / Graduate Student: A university student

- working toward a bachelor's degree is considered an --—-——————

undergraduate. Students working toward the next level of
degrees—master’s degrees or doctorates (Ph.D.s)—are called

graduate students.

Waitlist: If a college has too many applicants, students may
be placéd on a waitlist. The students aren’t accepted or

rejected —just on hold until or if there's an opening. If waitlisted,
students can contact the school’'s admissions department for

more information.
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Here are some of the common terms to be familiar with when applylng for frnanoral aid.
For a general college-related glossary, see page 23,

"Award Letter Sent by oolleges your ohrld
applied to, the avvard letter states the type

and amount of frnanoral aid that the sohool

is offenng your child. -

,"Cost of Attendance. The total estrmated
cost of gorng to a speolfro college, rnoludlng

tuition, fees room, board, books supplies, -

’_transportatlon and personal expenses. - -

-»‘Expected Famlly Gontnbutson' How o
‘much the student and/or family is expeoted
' to be able to pay for college from savrngs
“income, or other sources of money. Itis
- used to determrne the type and amount of

frnanoral ard offered to a student or family.

:'Free Application for Federal Student
Ald (FASFA) See page 21.

. Fmanclal Aid Soholarshrps grants and
“‘ffstudent loans

Fmanclal Aid Award (or Package) The
}'ﬁtotaf amount of soholarshrps loans, grants: 1
_'ior vvork study income that a student and -
”"famrly s berng offered s

?Grant Frnanoral ard thet does ot have to
Pe pard baok usuafly based on a students
fffrnanoral need | |

__-;'_.,;{Student L”
repald Student loa‘n programs are avarlable
::"jf?through the federal government and pr|vate e
f_lenders Parents can apply for PLUS Loans
f'”whroh help pay oollege oosts :

Merit-Based Aid: Scholarships and
grants based on a student’s academic, -

‘athletro or artistic ability or other skills,

| Need Based Ald Flnanoral ard based ona

students and/or famrlys |noome in relatron

-"to the expeoted oost of attendrng a oollege

| —Scholarshlp A financial avvard that does

_not need 0 be repaid, basedona
Astudents aooomplrshments potentral or -

’_»personal trarts suoh as relrgrous behefs or

| ethnrorty '

| 'Student Aid Report (SAR) After you file

the FAFSA (see page 21),-your child will 3
'reoerve thrs report statlng your expeoted

-~ family oontrlbutron and how muoh frnanoral

Cadis offered Thrs report also is sent to
Lioolleges you Irst on the FAFSA

"",,_rnanoral ard that must be

_’Work-—Study Atype of frnanoral ard in
_vvhroh a student is provrded a part tlme j b
often at the oollege to help pay for |
'eduoatronal expenses i
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Financial aid helps make college affordable to students, no matter their family income.
The fact is, every student should apply for financial aid!

Financial aid is more than just grants and scholarships. It
includes a variety of loans made available to students and
parents, as well as student work-study programs.

Too much debt is bad, but those with a college degree
make over $20,000 a year more than those with only high
school diplomas on average. Try limiting debt to your
child's expected starting salary after graduation.

The FAFSA (see below) has been streamlined and can be
filed out online. There are step-by-step instructions and
immediate help is available online and through a toll-free
phone number.

Save your money. The FAFSA is free and puts your child
into the mix for all kinds of aid. Also, you can do an online
search for aid and consult high school counselors and

college financial aid officers. . .
Continued on next page




